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GERALDTON SOUTHERN TRANSPORT CORRIDOR 
Urgency Motion 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon J.A. Cowdell):  I received the following letter this morning - 

Dear Mr President 

At today’s sitting it is my intention to move under SO 72 that the House, at its rising, adjourn until 
9:00 am on 25 December 2001 for the purpose of discussing the timing for the construction of the road 
and rail components of the Geraldton Southern Transport Corridor and its impact on the economy of 
Geraldton and the Mid West. 

Yours sincerely 

Murray Criddle MLC 

Member for Agricultural Region. 

The member will require the support of four members in order to move the motion. 

[At least four members rose in their places.] 

HON M.J. CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [3.35 pm]:  I move - 

That the House at its rising adjourn until 9.00 am on 25 December. 

I thank members for supporting the moving of this motion.  I was a little disappointed that one of the members 
from the Agricultural Region did not stand in support, because this is one of the most vital issues in that region.  
The Geraldton Chamber of Commerce last week made it very plain that this issue was urgent and critical - the 
main issue being the timing.  The people of Geraldton and the mid west have waited a long time for this type of 
infrastructure.  This is an opportunity to link the roads to the east and the transport corridor with the port 
enhancement and the foreshore development.  The coordination of these issues will lead to enormous 
efficiencies.  I look forward to this project going ahead.  Hon Graham Giffard, on behalf of the Government, 
made it clear that construction would be completed in this term of government, but people are becoming nervous 
bearing in mind some of the recent indications that have appeared in the Press.  It is not simply a matter of 
whether this construction will proceed but when.  

The southern transport corridor is a large piece of infrastructure and will be a 200-week project.  The road and 
the rail components which will link the port to areas east of the city are very important.  An enormous amount of 
consultation has already occurred with the local people.  People on either side of the corridor have been kept 
well and truly informed, some of the purchases have already been concluded and the project has reached the 
stage at which it has the opportunity to go ahead.  I have been advised today that the necessary legislation will be 
introduced into the other House. 

A group was formed comprising Westrail, Main Roads, the Mid West Development Commission, the City of 
Geraldton and the Shire of Greenough to keep people informed about this project.  This group has been very 
active and committed to this project leading up to the construction phase.  It has been a vision of mine for some 
time to link the areas to the east by the construction of a highway out to Leinster.  We called tenders while we 
were in government and a tender has recently been let.  We can look forward to transport efficiencies from the 
nearby mineral fields.  Competition between Esperance and the Geraldton region will have enormous benefits 
for inland industry. 

We look forward to the rail expansion and the possibility of additional grain moving through the Geraldton port.  
The Geraldton port links readily with the Asian region - areas such as Japan, South East Asia, India, Pakistan 
and the Middle East - which represents 90 per cent of the grain markets for the Geraldton area.  If more product 
goes through the Geraldton port, it will lead to greater efficiencies by reducing the two-port loading.  
Approximately 70 per cent of the ships moving out of Geraldton are two-port loaded - the percentage may be 
slightly higher - and that costs the growers somewhere in the vicinity of $2 a tonne.  This also puts pressure on 
the movement of ships in and out of the Kwinana grain terminal and reduces the efficiency of that port.  The 
linking of the port enhancement in Geraldton with Kwinana would lead to enormous benefits. 

The deepening of the port is being considered to enable it to take Handymax vessels of 11.5 metres draft fully 
loaded.  Although Handymax vessels operate in and out of the harbour now, they can carry only approximately 
80 per cent of their capacity.  The port is only 9.3 metres deep, so the deepening of the offshore end to 13.9 
metres and the harbour basin to 12 metres, will be of enormous benefit, particularly in providing growers in the 
area with greater efficiencies.  That project could be funded from savings in handling costs in Geraldton.  
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The construction of the corridor and the port enhancement, together with the opportunity to enhance the 
foreshore through removal of the rail line will, as I have often said, allow the people of Geraldton to smile at the 
sea.  The rail component that runs through the marina is detrimental to the aesthetics of the area.  People in 
Geraldton have made it plain to me that a new hotel will be built immediately an indication is given that the 
foreshore rail will be removed.  Its removal from that area will provide an opportunity for business to take 
advantage of a foreshore development, which could also be linked to some of the earthworks done on the 
transport corridor.  Enormous savings would be made in that area if both projects were to proceed hand in hand.   

As I said earlier, I met members of the Midwest Chamber of Commerce, who made it very clear that a united 
approach is being taken by the Chamber of Commerce, the Mid West Development Commission, the city and the 
shire to proceed with this proposal.  Obviously some other points of view were expressed when construction of a 
port north of the city was mentioned, but there is no immediate prospect of that proceeding.  Obviously the 
funding allocated for that port could be released for some of the projects to which I have referred.  

Funding of the southern transport corridor has been disputed.  However, this Government must now manage the 
funding arrangements.  The method of funding considered by the previous Government and Cabinet is now 
probably irrelevant.  We need to fund the initiative and make it happen. 

Another reason for the transport corridor to proceed, particularly the road and rail construction, is that Northern 
Highway, Chapman Road and Mullewa Road to the east will suffer major congestion in about 15 years, so much 
so that it will reduce the opportunity for ready access around the existing loop.  The interchanges will cost in the 
vicinity of $40 million to construct today, so goodness knows what that cost will be in 15 years.  It is, therefore, 
obvious that the southern transport corridor should proceed now.  

For the sake of jobs and business opportunities, the people of Geraldton are very keen to see it happen, as 
evidenced by an article in the local paper, which is headed in large bold print “We Want The Corridor”.  It 
begins as follows - 

No ifs, no buts, no maybes, no more delays - Geraldton’s future hinges on this development, say local 
business operators.  

Towns and cities throughout Western Australia, particularly in the south of the State have enjoyed 
massive government capital injection, infrastructure, and development approvals in the past 15 years.  

An enormous development has occurred in Esperance, which I was keen to see occur, with the deepening of the 
port and construction of Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd facilities at a cost of approximately $65 million.  An 
upgrade of the rail to Esperance from the north, the export of iron ore through that port and the use of cape size 
vessels up to 150 000 tonnes will all enhance job opportunities in Esperance.  Tremendous development has 
occurred in Albany in the light of proposed plantation timber development.  Approximately $14 million has been 
spent on the construction of a port facility, as well as on upgrades of the rail line and the industrial site further 
north.  Bunbury port has been enhanced in recent years and the port facility in Broome must be improved to 
develop offshore servicing.  

The article continues -  
Geraldton continues to suffer from long overdue, major project construction and developments.  
The new Southern Access Road/Rail Corridor is being properly and painstakingly planned - 

I pointed that out earlier.  It continues -  
- and must proceed now if Geraldton and the Mid West region is to prosper.  

The mid west region is very prosperous due to agriculture, mining and fishing.  Development of the southern rail 
corridor is important to the enhancement of those industries.  Further on, the article points out that the southern 
transport corridor has been an issue on the agenda for some time.  In the early 1990s, a series of studies was 
conducted and reports produced, in which one of the local Geraldton planners was involved, to determine the 
best methods of access to the port in Geraldton.  In support of the need to remove the rail line from the city’s 
foreshore, the reports indicated that the southern access corridor would provide long-awaited benefits to the city 
that would allow for an orderly and positive approach to the strategic planning issues and assist in the separation 
of the urban commuter traffic from heavy haulage.  Road safety will benefit enormously from removing heavy 
haulage from local commuter traffic.   

It will also make the city more attractive to tourism.  I have not mentioned tourism; nonetheless, the foreshore 
development would benefit visitors to the city.  Visitors to either the hotel or the restaurant overlooking the vista 
would appreciate the enormous benefits that would flow from this redevelopment.  It would bolster the local 
economy and install an efficient and cost-effective transport system in the port of Geraldton.  
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The local people have won a grant from the Commonwealth to develop the foreshore.  The railway has been 
lying across the town beachfront of Champion Bay for approximately 100 years.  I reiterate that this urgency 
motion is moved to encourage the Government to announce immediately that this project will proceed.  A 
coordinated approach to planning, together with funding, will engender confidence among the local community 
and provide further enhancement of the mid west region. 

HON B.K. DONALDSON (Agricultural) [3.48 pm]:  I support the motion moved by Hon Murray Criddle.  This 
is a longstanding issue in Geraldton.  My first good look at the situation was in 1994 when I chaired a review of 
coastal management and planning in Western Australia for the Government.  I have spoken to members of the 
hospitality industry and planners in Geraldton about the future development of the Batavia coast marina.  A 
museum and some very expensive homes have been built there.  However, trains thunder down the foreshore and 
sever the town of Geraldton from that area.   

Much angst has been expressed by some people over the proposed southern transport corridor.  At one stage I 
had reservations, because it looked as though the deepwater Oakajee port would proceed.  Suffice to say, that has 
not gone ahead and the Geraldton port has become a very important link with the mid west region.  Over one 
million tonnes of grain are coming in from many areas.  Between 600 000 and 900 000 tonnes of grain are being 
transported by road from farms to the port of Geraldton.  Let us face it, road transport is the way of the future.  It 
is managing costs for farmers.  It has a one load and one unload delivery.  From that point of view, farmers can 
capitalise on the lower freight rate and pay only the handling charge at the port terminal.  There has also been an 
increase in the number of mineral products going out of Geraldton.  The Geraldton port receives about 150 000 
tonnes of concentrate from Golden Grove, 15 000 tonnes of mineral sands from Eneabba, 185 000 tonnes of 
mineral sands from Narngulu and 35 000 tonnes of garnet from the northern goldfields.  At one stage 300 000 
tonnes of petroleum was coming into the Geraldton port and 110 000 tonnes of fertiliser was going from 
Geraldton to the grain-growing areas.   

Although the Government has promised to build the southern transport corridor within the next four years, one 
must feel a little nervous.  The budget has now been delayed from August to September.  That is a concern.  I 
say that because, when rumours start, it is the same old story: where there is smoke, there is usually fire.  The 
people of Geraldton are starting to wonder whether this will be another broken promise.  Who knows?  We will 
wait and see with some interest. 

Hon Kim Chance:  When did you say the budget was delayed to? 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  To September.  It was announced in the newspaper this morning.  Was the Leader of 
the House not told?  I do not always believe what The West Australian prints.  

Hon Kim Chance:  It must be right.  Do not let me question your sources.  

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  However, I assumed it was gospel today.  If there is to be another month’s delay, 
maybe the Government is trying to find out just how much more surplus there is in the budget, so it can fund 
projects like the southern transport corridor in Geraldton.  The mid west regional transport strategy was prepared 
in 1999, and some of the figures in that strategy indicate that the population of the greater city of Geraldton and 
the outlying areas - or greater Geraldton - is expected to rise to somewhere between 72 000 and 84 000 people by 
2001, depending on whether the project at Oakajee goes ahead.  There is room for both ports, because the 
existing Geraldton port relies a lot on boutique shipments of grain, as the Leader of the House would know.  
Ships have always had to go to Kwinana just to top up.  A lot of the grain that leaves Geraldton is transported by 
ships into areas that could not take a higher quantity of produce.  The port just does not have the facility to 
handle bigger ships.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Another two metres of depth would be nice though.  

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  Yes, and I would welcome that.  It would cost about $120 million to increase the 
depth of that port by two metres.  It seems a lot of money.  The gas pipeline has helped the Murchison area.  
From that point of view, growth in the population of Geraldton will be inevitable.   

One of the establishments along the foreshore, the Ocean Centre Hotel, is a magnificent hotel.  I understand that 
the owner, Mr Bob Ramage, spent about $3 million refurbishing the hotel.  With all due respect, people should 
not sleep in one of the rooms facing the ocean side.  I always ask for a room at the back of the hotel, because the 
train seems to thunder past about four o’clock in the morning shifting grain to the port.  The average person is 
not used to trains travelling past just outside their window.  If I stay in a room at the front and I wake up at four 
o’clock, I am usually still awake at six o’clock; I cannot get back to sleep.   

Geraldton is a wonderful area.  If members speak to people who have lived there for any length of time, they will 
find that those people believe it is God’s own little acre, and understandably so.  Geraldton has a terrific climate 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 26 June 2001] 

 p1315b-1321a 
President; Hon Murray Criddle; Hon Bruce Donaldson; Hon Dee Margetts; Hon Kim Chance; Hon Robin 

Chapple 

 [4] 

and attracts a lot of visitors.  The hospitality industry in Geraldton is growing.  The area has realised the potential 
of tourism, more so now because its port was seen as a port for the hinterland.  In actual fact, it is a city with a 
port.  The port was there long before that part of Geraldton was established.  I have always said that it seemed a 
funny sort of place in that the town faces away from the ocean.  What city wants to face a railway along its 
foreshore?   

The rail component of this project would cost about $41 million, but if the railway is not extended and is taken 
away from the foreshore, and there is no rail access into the port, there will be an extra 90 000 vehicle 
movements a year on the ring road that runs to the existing port.  That is not a satisfactory situation for the long 
term.   

At the moment, Geraldton and the mid west are experiencing a low economic cycle.  I do not know why.  It has a 
very wealthy fishing industry.  The mid west has experienced some good farming seasons; yet there seems to be 
a feeling of despondency in Geraldton at the moment.  That feeling is not helped by the collapse of the building 
and plumbing companies in Geraldton, for reasons other than being located in Geraldton.  There is an air of 
pessimism at the moment.  The Oakajee project has been hanging in front of those people for a number of years.  
Many small businesses can see the opportunity to maximise the growth in their businesses.  It has not happened.  
It is the old story: sometimes Governments have to bring forward their capital works.  It has been done by 
successive Governments in different times in different regions to generate employment in a worthwhile project 
that will be there for a long time.   

I remember travelling to Esperance with a committee and seeing a wonderful grassed area along the foreshore 
beside the bay.  I said to some people in Esperance that they were wasting that space.  They asked me what I 
meant.  I asked them why they did not put in a railway line to the foreshore.  

Hon Kim Chance:  That would have gone down well! 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  It went down very well!  I think I had to leave town the next day! 

Hon Kim Chance:  It is a nice flat spot.  

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  It is a beautiful strip.  It seemed to me that as the iron ore trains grew, trouble was 
being experienced at the crossing.  I thought that the railway could be diverted around the town, but I said that 
tongue-in-cheek.  It is one of those issues that the people in Geraldton generally have come to accept.  There 
were a lot of angry people at one stage, and there will always be a few people against the project.  However, 
there is an overwhelming trend of support for the southern transport corridor.  I urge the Government to commit 
itself - as it apparently has already done so - to complete this corridor within this four-year term of government.  

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [3.58 pm]:  I support the motion.  Like most people, I have received 
letters from the Geraldton media asking that I participate in helping the southern transport corridor to go ahead.  
It is an interesting issue.  I listened with interest to the viewpoints of both Hon Murray Criddle and Hon Bruce 
Donaldson.  There are matters relating to the major issue of development disappointment in Geraldton and to the 
failed - certainly failed so far - Oakajee pie-in-the-sky proposal for heavy industry and a deepwater port.  Why is 
this important?  From the community’s point of view, the two issues are related.  The funding for the transport 
corridor was often linked, in many people’s minds, to the funding of the transport infrastructure that related to 
the Oakajee proposal and the southern transport corridor.  In fact, Geraldton residents tell me that the former 
member for Geraldton, Bob Bloffwitch, said on a number of occasions that the southern transport corridor did 
not need any funding, because the rail line would go straight to Oakajee.  There was an interesting difference of 
opinion between the Liberal and National components of the former Government about whether heavy industry 
in the Geraldton area should be sited at Oakajee or inland.  If it were located inland, infrastructure would not 
need to be built at public expense.  It is an issue for the community that the office of the Minister for Planning 
and Infrastructure said that the project would be under way in the first term of this Government, yet the minister 
is now saying that not enough money is left for rail. 

That still leaves the existing rail line on the Geraldton foreshore.  The community is up in the air, just as it has 
been, waiting to see whether Oakajee will go ahead.  Not all of the community believes that the Oakajee 
proposal is the right proposal in the right place.  Hon Murray Criddle did not mention whether money had been 
set aside for that element by the Department of Resources Development.  DRD always spends other people’s 
money, but I believe that money was set aside for aspects of the total Oakajee project.   

Hon M.J. Criddle interjected. 

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  Hon Murray Criddle says that $40 million was set aside, and that could have attributed 
to the current shortfall.  When the minister responds in this debate, I hope he will tell us what is the total cost.  I 
understand that the total estimate for the project has so far increased from $87 million to $115 million and that, 
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along with a number of general projects, the Government has found that it is short of money.  The current 
suggestion is that the Government will go ahead with the road component but not rail.  However, the community 
wants the whole thing to be hammered down.  

The cargo cult aspect of the Oakajee proposal was that, like the community, everything else had to hold its 
breath.  Almost nothing else could go ahead until the Oakajee proposal went ahead.  I found Hon Bruce 
Donaldson’s contribution very interesting, because he said that at that stage it looked like the Oakajee port would 
go ahead.  I am interested to know whether this means that the Liberal Party is now admitting that the Oakajee 
port proposal will not go ahead.  If we are talking about transport options, I would love that to be the case, 
otherwise the major parties will continue to go through with the farce of pretending that something is going 
ahead, and Geraldton will hang about waiting for the cargo cult and the saviour from above.  In fact, Geraldton 
has plenty of good ideas about alternative, sustainable development models, about not only the foreshore but also 
alternative uses for the land set aside at Oakajee.  People have talked about a research centre, eco tourism, eco 
villages and - 

Hon Kim Chance:  Why can’t that happen anyway?   

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  That is a good point.  The reason is that many people have been told by government 
bodies - whether it is about water use, energy use and so on - that they cannot advance on projects because they 
do not know what is happening at Oakajee.  I wish those things could still happen, instead of hanging in the air.  
I wish that sensible options for development could go ahead, including the foreshore development that the 
community wants.  I believe that employment could be created through sustainable projects that the community 
is putting together at either the foreshore site or the Oakajee site.  Those projects should be forwarded, and we 
should stop the farce of waiting forever and stopping development.  The farce of waiting for a project that will 
never happen is stopping development in Geraldton today.  Members will know that it is my sincere hope that 
the Oakajee proposal will never happen because it is the wrong decision.   

The other reason it is the wrong decision, and why we are having this debate now, is because we could release in 
excess of $500 million of future available funds if the Oakajee proposal does not go ahead.  If we are talking 
about what the community wants versus what is required or limited by the Oakajee proposal, we have some clear 
decisions to make.  Will we as a Parliament, and the Government, stand on the toes of development that is 
sustainable and that creates development, and go along with the old models and continue to hold back 
Geraldton?  The question is, what is holding things back?  I believe that the farce of Oakajee is holding back 
many of these decisions.  It is time we started to look at the real issues.   

I have mentioned before how disappointed I am that the Public Accounts Committee in the Legislative Assembly 
did not do its job properly, and did not look at the total community and government costs for Oakajee.  The work 
that was done - or not done - by that inquiry was a big disappointment when one considers the amount of public 
input.  It is time for the Government to be more up-front.  I would love to hear that the Liberal Party recognises 
that project will not go ahead.  If that is clear, let us not continue with this stupid farce any longer; let us look at 
alternative models, whether it is foreshore development and shifting the rail line; let us look at what the 
community wants and what will create a more sustainable development within the region; and let us get on with 
it.  

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [4.07 pm]:  As Hon Murray Criddle intimated, as 
recently as today the progress towards achieving the southern transport corridor has moved forward another step, 
and I am delighted.  I assure Hon Murray Criddle that there is no linkage between the urgency motion and the 
action that was taken today by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure when she introduced the enabling 
legislation just a few minutes ago.  That is a positive step forward.  I hope it will provide people with confidence 
about the Government’s direction in this matter.  I hope that today’s action by the minister on behalf of the 
Government has resolved some of the uncertainty about the project that has reasonably arisen due to doubts 
about its funding status.   

The rail component of the southern transport corridor, which is the principal issue - I do not think there is much 
concern about the road component - was not a funded commitment.  It remains, however, a high priority for the 
Government.  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, the Premier, and the member for Geraldton, Shane 
Hill, have repeatedly stated their support for the project.  There has never been a chink in the armour that has 
been presented by the local member, either as a candidate or as the local member, or by the Premier.  In fact, I 
recall sitting with the Premier in a car going from the Geraldton airport into town while he was speaking to the 
then mayor, and reassuring the mayor about the government’s objectives for the rail component of the southern 
transport corridor.  There has never been any doubt in my mind about the commitment of those of my colleagues 
who have this area as their specific responsibility or their specific interest.  They have always had the view that 
the rail component of the southern transport corridor was an important component of the whole deal.   
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Late tomorrow afternoon the Premier, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and, I believe, the member for 
Geraldton will meet with the Mayor of the City of Geraldton and the President of the Shire of Greenough to go 
through the details of the Government’s final proposition on the project.  Sufficient information will then be 
available to local government representatives to finally resolve any questions they have about the uncertainties of 
the project.  Until now the official position of the Government has been clear and consistent: it is committed to 
both rail and road components of the project.  Yes, there is a problem with funding because it was an unfunded 
commitment of the previous Government. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  A cabinet decision was made about funding arrangements. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Yes, but there was no money. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  It was clear. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I know a cabinet decision was made to provide the funding from the sale of the Leighton-
Westrail assets.  However, those assets were valued at only $20 million.  After the changes to the proposition, 
the Leighton-Westrail assets were virtually valueless. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  What are you going to do?  Will you not fund Western Australian Government Railways 
because you have done something at Leighton that will again impact on country people? 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  What was done at Leighton was done while Hon Murray Criddle was in government. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  Absolutely. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I am not trying to apportion blame.  I am trying to make it clear to members that it was an 
unfunded commitment for the incoming Government made by the former Government. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  You have enormous unfunded commitments for a road from Karratha to Tom Price and for 
the Tonkin Highway. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I believe we do not have unfunded commitments. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  That is exactly the same proposition. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I am not going on the attack, Hon Murray Criddle. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  I just want the right answers, that’s all. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Hon Murray Criddle said that it is for the Government to manage the funding components, 
and it will. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  When? 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has clearly said that we will.  I cannot tell 
Hon Murray Criddle when because I am not the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  The reason I cannot be 
certain of when is that there is no entry in the forward estimates.  If there were an entry in the forward estimates -  

Hon M.J. Criddle:  Do you want us to fund all your promises?  You are running around - 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Excuse me, I am not talking about this Government’s funding commitment.  I am talking 
about the budget on which we are working now. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  It is your promise. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  The 2000-01 budget has no entry for a southern transport corridor.  Hon Murray Criddle 
could not tell us when it would be funded when he was in government and, I am sorry, I cannot tell him now. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  A member of your Government made a commitment in this House to fund that railway in this 
term of government.  It is a 200-week proposition and you need to start it in this term. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I shall refer the member to a point relating to when.  I have with me a ministerial briefing 
note of the Mid West Development Commission which, in part, reads - 

The previous government had committed to the construction of both the road and rail components of the 
STC with the expectation that tenders for the design and construct contract would be called during the 
second half of 2001.  Under this scenario, the contract would be awarded in the first quarter of 2002 and 
the 132-week construction period would be completed by the fourth quarter of 2004. 

That last date is on the death knock of the current session of Parliament.  The commitment was outlined by the 
previous Government on the expectation that it would have funded it from the sale of the Leighton-Westrail 
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assets.  Those assets have no value and there is nothing in the forward estimates that could have supported that 
funding. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  That is why we made the decision to fund it. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  The member is asking me when we will complete it.  However, the current Government 
must overcome the fact that there are no forward estimates and it must find the money.  The Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure could not have been more clear when she said that we will fund it and we will build 
it.  I cannot tell the member the precise construction date. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  She said you would build it in this term of government. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I am sure a start will be made in this term of government.  I cannot give the member a 
completion date.  Even on the previous Government’s figures, it has a 132-week construction period.  I am sure 
this Government will make significant progress.  I cannot say whether it will be completed in this term of 
government; I hope it can.  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure hopes so too, but the money must be 
found.  This Government inherited an unfunded commitment.  The former Government said it would do 
something that it could not do, because it did not have the money to do it.  Hon Murray Criddle is correct when 
he says that it is this Government’s problem now.  We will solve that problem because it is a worthwhile project.  
It is a terrible shame that the issue of funding has emerged as such a serious political issue.  We should not be 
arguing about completion dates and about who could fund what.  I do not believe the people of Geraldton want 
to know that.  The people of Geraldton want to see both sides of this House getting on and getting the job done.  
It is difficult for the Government to get on and get the job done while it deals with members snapping at its heels 
about a project that the former Government was not itself able to fund. 

Members, the completion of the southern transport corridor is a large project.  It has a great deal of potential 
value to the mid west region to provide not only the obvious benefits referred to by Hon Murray Criddle - I agree 
with every word he said - but also a range of investments that could be accessed through it. 

Hon Bruce Donaldson looked a bit wider when he referred to the influence the development will have on the 
broader mid west region, such as the deepening of the harbour and a railway into the mid west hinterland.  All of 
those things can be done. 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [4.17 pm]:  I am interested in this road for a number of 
reasons, not because I support one or other side of the House but because of the impact it will have on the 
development of the north west.  The Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission and the member for 
Kalgoorlie in the other House have raised concerns about developing this road now because it will put back the 
development of a Wiluna-Meekatharra road.  This House should take a meaningful stance on managing road 
usage and transport so that the State can reduce emissions from vehicle usage.  Heavy haulage comes into the 
Kalgoorlie region and moves on to Perth, and from Perth to the north west.  The Goldfields-Esperance 
Development Commission made eloquent representations to the minister.  It believes that the Wiluna-
Meekatharra road should be sealed first.  That would enable interstate traffic to travel to Kalgoorlie, Wiluna, 
Meekatharra and into the north west, removing the need for much of the interstate traffic that services the 
Kimberley and the Pilbara to travel to Perth. 

I have written to the minister - I know a number of other people have, including Aboriginal communities in the 
Wiluna area and also the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission - calling for an immediate rethink on 
which road should be constructed first.  If members were genuinely interested in reducing vehicle usage and 
getting material to the north west in a timely manner, they would be best served by sealing the Wiluna-
Meekatharra road at their earliest convenience and then reviewing whether the development of the Sandstone 
Road needs to go ahead.  The Wiluna-Meekatharra road should be constructed as a matter of urgency, ahead of 
the proposed southern transport corridor.  

HON M.J. CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [4.21 pm]:  I was interested to hear some of the member’s remarks about 
the roads in the region.  We could have a long and earnest debate about which roads should be built first.  The 
Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission, which is dealing with the Esperance port, favours priority 
being given to the Wiluna-Meekatharra road.  I understand that the Government intends construction of the road 
to commence in a couple of years, with completion scheduled for 2006.  I believe that Magenta Mining Pty Ltd 
is proposing to go ahead with a lead development about 30 kilometres west of Wiluna.  The former Government 
looked at funding the first section of the Mt Magnet to Leinster road, and the current contract covers a 160-
kilometre stretch.  That will be of enormous benefit to the region.  The road leads directly into the port of 
Geraldton and is used by many heavy-haulage vehicles.  The application of blacktop will lead to a reduction of 
about 20 per cent in maintenance costs.  I believe we need both roads, and I have relayed that view to the 
Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission, which appears to understand that perspective.   
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Hon Kim Chance made some pointed comments about the funding requirements.  Interestingly, incoming 
Governments make promises and expect the outgoing Governments to have funded them.  It is a novel way to go 
about budgeting.  As I said, the $100 million required for construction of the road between Karratha and Tom 
Price and funding for the works on the Tonkin Highway were not included in the previous Government’s budget.  
When promises like that are made, it is up to the party concerned to fund them.  That is what the people of 
Geraldton want, although they are unsure about the rail components of this corridor.  Both components must be 
built at the same time to achieve the appropriate efficiencies.  The foreshore enhancement presents an 
opportunity to reduce the total funding of that necessary infrastructure.   

Hon Dee Margetts commented about Oakajee.  Some funding was available for the building of that port, and it 
will be interesting to see whether it is released for further development in that area.  I have said in recent times 
that, given the current commercial reality, it is not likely that that project will go ahead.  We cannot say it will 
never happen, but it is hard to imagine its being built.  The share market suggests that it is unlikely given that 
Kingstream Steel Ltd share price was about 48c but is now 5.5c.   

The real issue is what will happen with the southern transport corridor.  The people of Geraldton want a 
commitment from this Government.  The Leader of the House has indicated that the Premier and the Minister for 
Infrastructure and Planning are meeting tomorrow with the Mayor of Geraldton and the President of the Shire of 
Greenough.  My recent discussions with the mayor suggest that he and the business community are very anxious.  
I attended the annual general meeting of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia on 
Thursday.  Those at the meeting were anxious that a commitment be given tomorrow about when the 
construction of this piece of valuable infrastructure will commence.  It is nothing more than the area deserves 
and it should go ahead now.   

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


